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Parents/Guardians, 
 
A recent decision by Bark River-Harris School superintendent and school board has been made to begin distance learning on 
Monday, November 9th until Monday, November 30th. The decision was made based on a request from the health department 
and in conjunction with local medical facilities in the county to help curb the Covid-19 outbreak. Dates and times for 
Thanksgiving break, deer day, parent/teacher conferences and professional development will still be observed. A schedule for 
the next 3 weeks is included with the letter.  
 
There are a few areas regarding distance learning that need clarification. To be honest, this distance learning window will be 
nothing like the one last spring. Students will be expected to be in attendance in their normally scheduled classroom to start 
each hour through Google Meet/Zoom. Attendance will be taken in PowerSchool as it would be on a normal school day. If a 
student decides not to attend classes regularly, truancy can be filed. If a student is sick, or has a medical appointment please 
call in the absence to the high school/junior high office as you would normally. Also, grades will be earned in the same manner 
they are in a traditional school setting. This includes due dates and testing expectations set by the teachers. Our school district  
is aware of the difficulty students may have sitting in front of a screen for more than six hours a day, so we have developed a 
plan to minimize screen time while still meeting academic expectations. Students will have individual teacher and classroom 
expectations explained to them during the Friday before the transition. 
 
During the distance learning window, teachers will be running their classes from their classroom at school. Teachers can be 
contacted through the school phone and email during school hours. Although our teachers are more than willing to help our 
students in any manner they can, please respect their personal time by limiting after school contacts. Teachers should be able 
to respond to parents within 24 hours of receiving a message during school hours.  
 
Bulleted lists of expectations and protocol for the three week window of distance learning is included below.  
 
Distance Learning Attendance 

● Distance learning students are required to attend each class on their schedule virtually.  
● The teacher of record for each class will take attendance at the start of the hour.  
● Distance learning students must participate in virtual face-to-face learning in order to be counted in attendance. 
● If the student is not in attendance they will be marked absent.  
● Just as with the traditional school setting, if absent, a parent is expected to call the school to excuse the absence. 
● Distance learning students fall under the same attendance policy as traditional students.  
● Excessive absences can lead to truancy.  

 
Distance Learning Platform 

● School assigned iPads will be the educational device used for instruction.  
● Internet/Wifi access is needed to participate in the distance learning program. 
● Some Kajeet wifi devices (hot spot devices) are available for use through the school. 
● Please contact the high school office if a hot spot device is needed. .  
● Virtual face-to-face learning  (synchronous) will use the Google Meet platform, or possibly Zoom, based on teacher 

preference. 
● The Google Classroom platform will be used as the communication standard between student and teacher. 
● Google Classroom will also be used to distribute and submit classroom assignments. 
● Technology issues are not considered to be excuses for not turning in work or participating in classes. 
● Please contact the teacher or the office immediately if a technology issue is detected.  
● If possible, distant learning students should have a private area in the house as a workstation which limits distractions 

during class time. 
● If wifi access is unavailable, teachers will place student work packets on a table in the front office vestibule with the 

student’s name labeled on the packet available for pick up by the student and/or parents.  
● The packets will be available for pick up each Monday and the packets can be dropped off the following Monday. 
● Please contact the school office if packets will be needed.  

 



 
Distance Learning Schedule 
The distance learning schedule follows the existing hourly schedule. The high school and junior high will use a daily alternating 
synchronous (virtually face-to-face) and asynchronous system (Google Classroom/not face-to-face). Keeping track of 
attendance, maintaining student engagement and limiting student screen time were all factors in developing the schedule. 
Also, vacation days, parent/teacher conference and professional learning day played a factor in creating the schedule. 
 
Alternating synchronous and asynchronous days will allow families with children at both levels to use their bandwidth more 
effectively, especially households with intermittent internet access. This schedule still creates possible issues for families with 
multiple high school or multiple junior high students.  
 
Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each hour, of each day. Synchronized learning includes virtual face-to-face using 
Google Meet or Zoom. All students will be expected to attend visually for attendance and continue to stay visible until the 
teacher gives permission otherwise. Teachers aren’t expected to use the entire class time for virtual face-to-face, synchronous 
learning, but this is the designated time for content delivery. Asynchronous learning will be conducted using Google Classroom 
as the platform. Teachers will be available to support students during this time.  
  
 
  Monday (11-9-20) Tuesday (11-10-20) Wednesday (11-11-20) Thursday (11-12-20) Friday (11-13-20) 

8:15 1st Hour  1st Hour  1st Hour  1st Hour  1st Hour  5th Hour 

9:10 2nd Hour 2nd Hour 2nd Hour 2nd Hour 2nd Hour 6th Hour 

10:05 3rd Hour 3rd Hour 3rd Hour 3rd Hour 3rd Hour 7th Hour – until 10:55 

11:00 4th Hour 4th Hour 4th Hour 4th Hour 4th Hour – until 11:35  

11:50 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch   

12:25 5th Hour 5th Hour 5th Hour 5th Hour   

1:20 6th Hour 6th Hour 6th Hour 6th Hour Parent/Teacher Conf. Professional Dev. 

2:15 7th Hour 7th Hour 7th Hour 7th Hour   

 High School Synchronous Day Asynchronous Day Synchronous Day Asynchronous Day Asynchronous Day 

 Junior High Asynchronous Day Synchronous Day Synchronous Day Asynchronous Day Asynchronous Day 

 
 
  Monday (11-16-20) Tuesday (11-17-20) Wednesday (11-18-20) Thursday (11-19-20) Friday (11-20-20) 

8:15 1st Hour   1st Hour  1st Hour  1st Hour  1st Hour  

9:10 2nd Hour  2nd Hour 2nd Hour 2nd Hour 2nd Hour 

10:05 3rd Hour  3rd Hour 3rd Hour 3rd Hour 3rd Hour 

11:00 4th Hour  4th Hour 4th Hour 4th Hour 4th Hour 

11:50 Lunch Deer Day Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

12:25 5th Hour  5th Hour 5th Hour 5th Hour 5th Hour 

1:20 6th Hour  6th Hour 6th Hour 6th Hour 6th Hour 

2:15 7th Hour  7th Hour 7th Hour  7th Hour 

 High School  Synchronous Day Asynchronous Day Synchronous Day Asynchronous Day 

 Junior High  Asynchronous Day Synchronous Day Asynchronous Day Synchronous Day 

 



 
  Monday (11-23-20) Tuesday(11-24-20) Wednesday (11-25-20) Thursday(11-26-20) Friday(11-27-20) 

8:15 1st Hour  1st Hour  1st Hour     

9:10 2nd Hour 2nd Hour 2nd Hour    

10:05 3rd Hour 3rd Hour 3rd Hour    

11:00 4th Hour 4th Hour 4th Hour    

11:50 Lunch Lunch Lunch Thanksgiving Break Thanksgiving Break Thanksgiving Break 

12:25 5th Hour 5th Hour 5th Hour    

1:20 6th Hour 6th Hour 6th Hour    

2:15 7th Hour 7th Hour 7th Hour    

 High School Synchronous Day Asynchronous Day    

 Junior High Asynchronous Day Synchronous Day    

 
 
 
Career Tech/ISD students, according to Career Tech Director/Principal Trent Ballinger, will be following the Bark River-High 
School schedule for distance learning. ISD students will be expected to attend distance learning for their career tech classes.  
 
Dual enrolled/EMC students will be contacted by their professor to determine their course of action for their college classes.  
 
 
If you have questions regarding the distance learning schedule or student expectations please contact the office by email or 
phone.  
 
 
Respectfully  
 
 
 
Darren C. Bray 
Bark River-Harris Principal 
(906) 466-5334 ext. 2115 
dbray@brhschools.org 
 


